The Superpowers and the Middle East

both the countries have been used as forward military bases by
the United States and the West. It is, therefore, in Soviet in-
terest to maintain friendly relations with them and, if possible,
to win them over.8*
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**The bitter Soviet relations with China and, particularly, her contro-
versy with the latter over her eastern boundaries also led the USSR to
desire for peace along her south-western frontier bordering Turkey and
Iran.
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